Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A wound dressing comprising a therapeutic agent and a matrix 

ZSCS P ymCrS j ° int ? ^ CrOSS - linka S es which cross^es'compnfe^s^ 
ohgopeptjdic sequences which are cleavable by a protease associated witE woundfluSucn that 
the rate of release of the therapeutic agent increases in the presence of the protease. 

Claim 2 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 1 wherein the protease is associated 
with wound infection or ulcer formation. associated 

Claim 3 (currently amended) A wound dressing according to claim 1 erf wherein the polymers 
Cgraded ^ Pr ° teaSe " 0th£r ^ *" ^ * ^ewtnT 

^Z%£S£g£. W ° Und dreSSin8 aCC ° rding t0 daim 1 ' *~* Wh6rein 

N ^vH^ riginal) n W T d ""T^ aCC ° rding t0 Claim 4 Wherein * e P ol ^r is a polymer of 
N-2-hydroxypropyl) methyacrylamide (HPMA). F ' 

S,Z\ 6 (C " nently „ flded > A wound dosing according to tuiyonn nf fee p^eedmg staims 
cjaimj. , wherein the oligopeptidic sequences consist of 3 to 15 amino acids 

2Z\ 7 (C " rrent,y u ""ended) A wound dressing according to nny nnn nf the piuutdiim doim, 
toLwherem the protease is elastase and wherein the oligoTepSc^^cec^rfle^ 
ee«s^ ys-gly-ala-ala-ala-lys - Ala-Ala-Ala, Ala-Ala-Prtval, Ala-Ala-Pro-C7A? "-Ma 
Pro-Phe, Ala-Ala-Pro-Ala or Ala-Tyr-Leu-Val. 

2i£ 8 !H Urren t dy amended ) A w °™ d dressing according to my one of claim, 1 tu 6 claim 1 
wherein the protease is a matrix metalloproteinase and wherein the oligopeptidic sequSeT^' 
composes e^en^^l y .p ro . Y -Gly-Pro-Z,-Gly- 

Z-, or -Ala-Pro-Gly-Leu-Z-, where Y and Z are amino acids. Y 

wht^in ^r e f y an ? e0dtt 2 A W ° Und dr6SSing aCC ° rding tG ^ yonoofclaun.lt uG claim 1 

^ "^P l! 56 r r p ST 6 ^ Wh6rein ^ ol W e P tid - sequence oompris^"' 
^»^Pro-Uu-Gly^ 

Gly-Trp- -Pro-Leu-Gly-Cys (Me)-His-,-Pro- I^u-Gly-I^u-Trp-Ala ,-P o-I^u -^a ^ 
Arg-, or-Pro-l^u-Ala-Tyr-Trp-Ala-Arg-, where Z is an amino acid. * 

2!Tin 0 flS Un T tly amend " d) A WOund accord ing to my one of claim, 1 to 6 claim 1 

wherein the protease is a gelatinase and wherein the oligopeptidic sequence comprises eT^ 
eens«ts-ef-Pro-LeuGly-Met-Trp-Ser-Arg-. te comprises «= 
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Claim 1 1 (currently amended) A wound dressing according to any one of claims 1 to 6 claim 1 , 
wherein the protease is thrombin and wherein the oligopeptidic sequence comprises or consists' 
e*^ly-Arg-Gly-As[-,-Gly-Gly-A^ 

Gly-Arg-Gly-Asp-Ser-Pro-Lys-,-Gly-Pro-Arg-,- Val-Pro-Arg-, or -Phe- Val-Arg-. 

Claim 12 (currently amended) A wound dressing according to any one of claims 1 to 6 claim 1, 
wherein the protease is stromelysin and wherein the oligopeptidic sequence comprises of 
consists of -Pro-TyrAla-Tyr-Trp-Met-Arg>. 

Claim 13 (currendy amended) A wound dressing according to any one of the preceding claims 
claim 1 wherein the therapeutic agent is an antimicrobial agent, a pain relieving agent, an 
antiseptic, an analgesic, a local anesthetic, or a protease inhibitor. 

Claim 14 (currendy amended) A wound dressing according to any one of the preceding claims 
claim 1 wherein the therapeutic agent is incorporated within the matrix. 

Claim 15 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 14 wherein the wound contacting layer 
of the dressing may comprise or consist of the matrix within which the therapeutic agent is 
incorporated. 

Claim 16 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 15 wherein the dressing comprises a 
liquid permeable wound contacting layer, an intermediate layer comprising or consisting of the 
matrix within which the therapeutic agent is incorporated and an outer, liquid-impervious 
backing layer. 

Claim 17 (currendy amended) A wound dressing according to any one of claims 1 to 13 claim 1, 
wherein the dressing comprises a barrier layer which comprises the matrix, the barrier layer 
being for initially separating the therapeutic agent in the wound dressing from wound fluid when 
in use. 

Claim 18 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 17 wherein the barrier layer comprises 
an apertured sheet having a composition comprising the cross-linked polymers applied thereto in 
occlusive fashion. 

Claim 19 (currently amended) A wound dressing according to claim 17 or 18 , wherein a layer of 
the therapeutic substance is provided behind the barrier layer. 

Claim 20 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 19, wherein an absorbent layer is 
provided behind the barrier layer and the therapeutic substance is dispersed in the absorbent 
layer. 

Claim 21 (original) A wound dressing according to claim 17, wherein the barrier layer 
substantially encapsulates the therapeutic substance. 

Claim 22 (currently amended) A wound dressing according to any one of the preceding claims 
claim_J_, wherein the wound dressing comprises an absorbent layer and/or a backing layer. 
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